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Cave Guite Ed Bishop, cifca 1908, Bishop aded Max Kamper's mapping expeditors, Sea page 1 story.
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he mysterious map wias stored | lﬂ*s
the curatorial room ats'h'[’:nunoth i
Cave for decadesalong with d
numergus other hisk inc artifacts. There
was 110 scale obtorth armow, andthe afily.
clue m its qriginlay in the map 1eggnd

itself: *Map of the Mammoth Cavé,..
Kénmrku Surveved and Draum E}y 'Ir{r?.t'
Kacmper, Berlin, Gersuny (Guide: }iri

Bishapp 1908." w0 - ‘9'
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"{th‘L. during the su mmeE of 1996, park
r:mgrrr Chuck DeCroix bpgan to
n“mﬁhﬂm‘l document the history
":'llﬂﬂllﬂduﬁ.f‘?d:ﬁage‘y F{l,glnlz[p}iﬂﬁ
Kamper gmapthwo&u Gelrmiaf &

cave researcher/journalist Besnd - ™
Kliebhan visited Mammath Cawe (o
study Freneh spelealogist EA, Martel, %
considered to be the foumder of modem
caving, DIC"Gl’l’_‘lJ._;( and park ecologist Rick
Olsan I‘E_'l'érsz»ﬂj;é"ﬁhan ter Echo Riseor,
Maﬂéj "m,nLlL THovey's Cathedral
Dm-n'm and ather features along the
Jﬁ"-h]d Cave raule, discussing cave history,

" Martel, and the mysterious CGerman

"_' gxpﬁuren Max Kdmper.fliebhan was

. dnitrigued by the slory of Max and

" assured l}r( roixand Olson that he

f wmld research Kimper's family upon
11.15“rt"tum to Crermany,

In 1962, park 1wdrung1at I hmes P o
Crainlan was SEMLIUngmr{mg11 park files
when he uncovéted. themap Clainlan i
also dﬂrm’-.:‘mﬂﬁ stigface c:r-.ﬂHrITi.- TIaE
whichincludedd north ate ﬁ-ﬁéﬁd* i
property h’:-u_[ﬁa.meb ui:ﬂ'&é‘ Btammoth,,
Cave Estate. Tn 1969, the achquarch
Boundation (CRTY [‘Jeg.;n AIEsl r‘i‘f‘?’{if
Mammath Cave, and ].1hr.>tucnp1ﬂwclc
miade of theKaemper Mapto guide
exploration and suevey parties.
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Lo 1981, Diana Daunt carefully copicd
the uriginal map for CRIYS use and sale al
the park. Reproductions are still sold at
the park Visitor Center today.

The map was vital to CRF'S understand
Ing of historic names of cave features for
its cartography program, Signatures
found on the cave walls allowed further
corglation wilh names on the map,
including Max's cwn signalure with its
correct spelling —“Kimper."As surveys
proceeded, it bocame evident that the
exceptivnally gifted Kimper had drafted
4 cave map far ahead of its Bme. SHIL no
one could diseover who Kamper was.
lark naturalist Len Mok ensie encoun
tered park visitors from Germany who
knew of Max Eiamper's family, but could
provide no turther information, For 20

5_ T, St'rmley D, Sides (member and
former president of the CRF), aleading
experl on the history of Mammaoth Cave,
became J_m-»l_‘;l\f edin the project and
started toresearch Kamper's yoar-long

- visit b NewYork before he artived at

o ”ul.:tm‘m'.u h Cave, Sides slowly amassed
information conce it Rd[nper 5
activities in America, but nothing about
the mnan himself.
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Then, like a rockpile tombling away to
revedl new caverns, came the big

ffa Genman cave-mapper and exploren Max Kémpar - : ; Lomhiniad o page 4




The Search for Max Kamper

Continued frorn pege 1
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Elgﬂ&ﬁ.lms in the Cave bear tesﬂmnny
breakthrough.

Max Kimper, a voung engineer
from Berlin, Germarry, visited the
United States of America in
1907, While in the country,
Kamper studied American
engincering technicues and
tamiliarized himself with the
Enplish language,

His travels brought him to
Mammoth Cave on February 23,
1908, While touring the cave,
Kdmper became fascinated by
the seemingly endless umex-
plored passages. Kimper
obtained permission from Albert
Covington Janin, owner!trustee
of Marmmoth Cave, to create a
surveyed map of the cave in
exchange for food, lodging, and
caving. Ed Bishop (phoio, page
12), 42-year-cld grandnephew
of slave guide Stephen Bishop,

the KEmper axpedifions.
continued touse smail portions
of his map for depicting lours.
The maps were marked” Copy-
right H.C. Ganter,"and did not
identify Kimper as their source.
Rumaorts circulated that Max
Kéimper was killed in World War

I but ne one could verify if the
numnors were true, More
ryslery.

After months of research,
Kliebhan at last located mem-
bers of the Kémper family in
Germany. A telephone call
found Bernd talking directly to
Hans Kamper, the 87-vear-cld
sonof Max. Hans, Kliebhan
learned, had photographs of his
father and other members of the
Kémper family. Even more
astounding was a handwritten
journal Max had recorded
during his visit to the United
States —and Mammoth Cave

Detalled descriplions dating
Kamper's explorations and
identifying who sccompanied
him in the cave provided a wealth
of new information. [hers were
even unpublished cave photo-
graphs taken by Max Kamper
himself. Sadhy mimors of
Eimper's death were true -
Kliebhan leamed that Max had
been killed at the Battle of the
Somme innorthermn France in
1916 The last photo of Max
Kémper was taken ina war-
ravaged bunker. His eyes reflect a
tired and weary man who would
shortly meet his fate,

The Kdmpers were impressed
with Kliebhan's enthusiasm and
knowledge of their family history,
They knew that Maxhad come lo
America and visited Marmmoth
Cave, but had no idea that he had
actually mapped the cave and
made several significant discovor-
ies, Correspondence between
DeCroix, Kliebhan, Sides, and
Clzon slowly started to putthe
pieces of the puzzle together.

The search for Max Kimper
cubminated on September 30,
2000, when 72-year-old
Gerlinde Kdmper (Max's daugh-
ter-in-law) and three of her
children, Klaus, Ulrike, and
Regine, visited Mammoth Cave
for the first time. The Kampers
were welcomed by park staff,
ard e qe E Ald £ e de T

finally been reunited, Several
special cave trips to Kimper
Hall, Elisabeth’s Dome, Violet
City, and Gerta's Grotio were
organized as the Kampers
followed in the footsteps of
Max's discoveries. | lans Kimper
himself would not make the
journey; he died shortly after his
contact with Kliebhan, but not
before upening a window into
his father's past,

Upon armiving back in Germany,
Gerlinde Kamper sent the
tollowing e-mail:

Dear Chuck, Rick, and Stan,
N e are at kowne, bretin our
wmtind sfill in the cave with all the
impressions. We will never forget
these days and vour enormons
hospitality... Everybody has been
sokind to ue. | hope you can
imaging what it means for us lo
have seen an imporiant part of
Max Kdmper's life. T alse wished
iy hushand Hans could have
beenwith ws. . T hope some of us
will come back to Mammoth Cave
in fukure aguin.

With all sincerity,

Crerlinde
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After months of research,
Kliebhan atlast located mem-
bers of the Kimper family in
Germany. A telephone eall
found Bernd talking directly to
Hans Kamper, the 87-vear-old
san of Max. Hans, Kliehhan
learned, had photographs of his
father and other members of the

His travels brought him to
hMammoth Cave on February 23,
1908, While touring the cave,
Kamper becarme fascinated by
the seemingly endless unex-
plored passages, Kimper
obtained permission from Albert
Covington Janin, ownertrostes
of Mamprroth Cave, to createa

surveyed map of the cavein Kamper family. Even more
exchange for food, lodging and  astounding was a handwritten
caving. Ed Bishop (pheto, page journal Max had recorded

during his visitto the United
States —and bMammoth Cave.

12}, 42-year-old grandnephow
of slave guide Stephen Bishop,
served as Kiamper's giide and
assiskart,

Kimper amd Bishop explored the
cave with Intense defermination
and enthusiasm. Inaddifion to
re-mapping established passages
thew made significant discovarios
of their own including Gerta's
Grotto (named after Kimper's
cousiny, Kamper's Hall,
Llisabeth's Dorme (named after
Kimper's sister), Viclet (ity, and
Grand Avenue, Aftereight
muonths of intense labor,
Kamper's mapwas finally
complete. Awork of art, the map
delincates 35 miles of cave
passages, beautifully Mlustrated in
Froo colors, hax Kimper
delivered hiscompleted map,
nchiding surface cverlay; to
Judge farvin im 19408 and rebuened
tor Crermary.

‘Thereatter, knowledge of his
iderrity was losteven though the
Adarerrmrih Cave Estate and
Adammaoth Cave National Fark

I, _orrespondence bebween
DreCroix, Kliebhan, Sides, and
Ollson slowly started to put the
pieces of the puzzle together,

The search for Max Kimper
culminated on September 30,
2000, when 72-vear-old
Gerlinde Kdmper (Max's daugh-
ter-in-law) and three of her
children, Klaus, Ulrke, and
Regime, visited Mammoth Cave
for the first Hme. The Kimpers
were welcomed by patk staff,
and itwas ag il old friends had

The Kimper descerndants (left) E-xpft:h"e the cave wJ:r.h park rancers.

My Rasriper s afe, d aiso wrished
iy huasband Hans could haoe
been with us... I hope some of us
il comne Back to Mammoth Cape
iR futire again.

With all sincerity,

Gerlinde
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